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Honors experiential learning projects are held to high standards. Each of these elements must be reflected in your proposal and project:  
1. Substantial Content and Quality within Global Studies Theme:
Your project should result in substantial learning through which you make progress towards meeting one or more of the following global studies learning objectives (also see Appendix A): 

· Possess global literacy, including knowledge of geography, history, current world issues and similarities and differences among cultures
· Recognize the interdependence of world economies, political systems and the environment

· Interact with individuals from different cultures and express a sensitivity, appreciation and respect for the complex range of experiences of diverse peoples

· Participate in a global society and understand the role of  a global citizen
Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Have you provided a thorough overview of your project so that a reader with no background on this topic would fully understand your project’s goals and what you intend to learn? 

· Have you provided specific examples of how your proposed plan meets multiple learning objectives within the theme? Your proposal should draw explicit connections between your plan and the learning objectives.

· Have you described the intentional steps you’ll take to achieve the learning objectives?

· Have you considered the full extent of this time commitment, including planning, executing and reflecting on the project? Does your proposal describe the quality of the hours spent on task (e.g., not simply listing the hours/week you’ll spend on the project, but explaining how you’ll spend those hours meeting the learning objectives)?
· Have you developed a detailed itinerary for your travel?
If you’re planning a self-designed travel experience, you must include a detailed itinerary. Please note that you are required to attend a pre-departure orientation session with UC International Programs if your honors experiential learning project involves international travel. It is your responsibility to schedule a session with UC International. 
At minimum, your time abroad should be at least 1 week. Proposals for experiences with less than 1 week of travel will not be approved. As a general guideline, you could fulfill 1 experience for 1-5 weeks abroad and 2 experiences for 6 or more weeks abroad. 
2. Connection to Academic Goals and Theories 

Your project must be related to your academic development (major, general education competencies, or professional interests). You are expected to connect academic theories or concepts to your experiential learning work. Your proposal should identify several theories or concepts you plan to explore in your project.
Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Have you identified and named specific theories/readings/courses you’ll use to gain background knowledge for your project? (For example, a student proposing to study abroad would identify readings and courses that would assist in understanding culture, history, economics and political issues of the host country.)

· Have you discussed why this project is personally meaningful to you?

· Have you explained how your academic and personal interests have led you to this project? 

· Have you explained how this project will contribute to your future academic and professional goals? (That is, why is this experience important for a student in your major?)

3. Initiative, Independence and Creativity: 
You are expected to demonstrate a degree of independence in the planning and design of an honors experiential learning project. Some aspect(s) of the project must be self-initiated. Some projects will involve a higher level of independence than others. Additionally, you are encouraged to identify creative and unique topics, activities, learning methods, solutions, etc. for your project.
Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Have you taken ownership of some aspect of this project?

· Have you explained your unique contribution to this project? For instance, how is your participation on this project different from others?

4. Reflection & Dissemination:
Reflection leads to higher-level conceptual learning and can take many forms including reflective essays, well-developed blogs, journals, and more. Your project must have a reflective component, ideally completed throughout the project. Please also see the reflective essay prompt for global studies projects for a suggested framework for reflection. 
In addition, your work and learning must be disseminated publicly. Examples of dissemination include posting on the University Honors pages in Facebook or LinkedIn, a well-developed blog, presentations, poster displays, published papers or articles, video compilations, websites, scrapbooks, etc. 

Reflection and dissemination may be combined, as in the case of a well-developed blog or published paper/article. 

If you’re required to maintain an e-portfolio, your project must be documented in your e-portfolio. Projects are 
not considered complete until documented in your e-portfolio. 
Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Will your planned reflection sufficiently balance recounting details and sharing your learning?

· Have you articulated how you’ll reflect throughout the project?

· Does your reflection prepare you to share what you’ve learned to a relevant audience? It’s important to consider how you’ll help others learn from your project.

5. Advisor: 

Projects must involve the guidance of a faculty or staff member, mentor, supervisor, or other person with whom the student can develop a base of knowledge and receive feedback

1. Budget:
A budget is not required. However, if you would like to apply for an honors grant to support this project, provide a detailed budget listing all of your project-related expenses. If you will receive funding from other sources, indicate that in your budget. 
Honors Experiential Learning Project Proposal Form – Global Studies
Complete and submit this proposal in your e-portfolio (for those with iWebfolio portfolios) or email to honors@uc.edu (if you do not have an e-portfolio in iWebfolio). 
Basic Information
Full Name: Irini Sfyris


UC ID #: M04243878
UC Email: sfyrisii@mail.uc.edu



Phone: 513-687-8938
College: Engineering and Applied Sciences

Major: Freshman Engineering Program
Title of Project: French Exploration
Expected Project Start Date: Mid-late July 2012
Expected Project End Date: Early-mid August 2012
Project Information

1. Provide a brief overview/abstract of your proposed honors experiential learning project. 
As my honors experience, I plan to visit France in order to practice the language that I’ve devoted so much time and energy to learn, as well as observe a culture that I’ve only read about in my textbooks for French class. I plan to research the history of the areas where I will be visiting and use that knowledge to make connections while actually there. Throughout the trip, I will avoid speaking English whenever possible in order to strengthen my language skills.

2. Clearly state how each of the following elements will be exhibited in your work (refer to the first two pages of this document with the full description of what is expected in each of these areas). 
1. Substantial Content and Quality within Global Studies Theme
Ideally, I’d like to travel with a friend, starting in Italy and taking trains to our destinations, possibly staying in hostels or friends’ houses. I hope to spend a week in France, visiting areas along the Riviera, famous for both their history and natural beauty. My wish-list of places to visit includes Paris, Nice, Aix-en-Provence, and Arles. I hope to visit museums and art galleries as these cities, Paris and Arles in particular, have rich cultures and histories all their own (with Paris being the cultural center of the francophone world and Arles being an ancient Roman city). In order to accomplish this, I will have to spend countless hours watching airline ticket prices in hopes of catching the lowest fare, as well as research on the best options for accommodations (a hostel, for example) and transportation (train ticket options and prices). Having planned a trip like this before, I know how much work is required and have experience getting it accomplished, hopefully making this an easier process than the last time.
In France I hope to gain an understanding of French culture and just immerse myself in the language to refine my speaking skills in French. In order to learn more about the history of each place, I’ll read books and travel guides, as well as talk to locals that sometimes know more stories than what a book could tell me.
At the very least, this experience will fulfill three learning objectives. By traveling to new places and reading about the history of the area, I’ll learn about geography and history, and because I’m traveling to two countries, I’ll see firsthand the similarities and differences between two different cultures on top of the one in which I live on a daily basis. I definitely plan on talking to people and seeing how their lives might differ from mine. And by traveling so far and interacting with the people and the country, I’ll gain more of an understanding of what it means to participate in a global society.

Preparations for this trip would include reading relevant books on topics such as history and social customs, as well as watching movies to gain some understanding of the language and culture. 
Possible readings might include:
Platt, Polly. Savoir-Flair: 211 Tips for Enjoying France and the French. London: Culture Crossings, 2000. Print.

Carroll, Raymonde. Cultural Misunderstandings: The French-American Experience. University of Chicago UP, 1990. Print.
Useful courses might include:

15FREN114 –Extended Basic French 4

15FREN115 –Extended Basic French 5

15FREN116 –Extended Basic French 6

15FREN251 –Comp and Conv

15FREN252 –Comp and Conv

15FREN253 –Comp and Conv

2. Connection to Academic Goals and Theories
It is important for me to visit France because I’ve never been there and have always wanted to go, especially since I studied the language for five years and even took AP French (on which I received a 5, so I almost think I’m obligated to visit at least once). Since my last French class was in Junior year of high school, I’ve been away from a language that I really enjoy for a very long time, so I’d really like the opportunity to not only speak it again, but learn it in context, rather than in a classroom. And it would just be a new experience in a new country with a different culture from the ones that I’m familiar with.
Even though it seems like language studies don’t seem directly relevant to engineering majors, it is absolutely untrue. We are become a global society and it is becoming more important than ever to understand that, as well as be able to communicate and function within it. For example, I’m particularly interested in biomedical engineering and with skills in both French and Italian, I would be able to co-op in either of those places. Language skills make you much more attractive to companies looking to hire, and they give you more opportunities to travel and work in exciting places, as opposed to staying in an office in Cincinnati.
3. Initiative, Independence and Creativity

This project is completely self-designed. I’m not doing this through a program and I’m doing this for my own benefit because I enjoy the languages and cultures. I’ve been passionate about studying French language and culture, but never had the opportunity to actually visit and see how I can apply all of my classroom studies or see what I’m missing from learning a language out of a textbook. For me, this is a way to explore the culture, history, and art of a country in a way that I could never appreciate in a classroom. 
Because most of my time traveling has been spent following family around, I would like to take this opportunity to be mostly on my own, while at the same time being close to family who can provide support throughout the experience, and a friend to make it that much more enjoyable. 
4. Reflection & Dissemination

I plan to document this trip through a blog that will include photographs of my travels. It will be a daily account of my experiences and what I’ve learned in each place. It will be a sort of journal that incorporates what I’ve learned through readings and conversation as well as some reflection on my part of my thoughts and opinions of each place. I plan to focus on several themes in these reflections, including connections to history, art and culture, as well as a discussion on what I liked and did not like about something. This blog will be publicly available for anyone to read.
5. Advisor (list the person’s name, title, and contact information) 

Roz Gallaspie
Adj Instructor

Rosalind.gallaspie@uc.edu
6. Budget (if applicable)
Because this experience will take place in the peak season, airplane tickets will be very high. On the low end, I expect tickets to cost around $1200, though this number is extremely flexible as tickets can range from $900 (if you’re very, very lucky) up through $1500 (if you’re not). Because I’m also going to be taking several trains, I expect to spend about $500 in that area. To spend 6 nights in hostels, I would budget $300. Overall, this trip should cost around $2000.

Due to the project date being so far away, the budget at this point cannot be anything but extremely tentative.
Appendix A
Global Studies Learning Objectives Rubric

The following rubric is included so you are aware of how proficiency or accomplishment in the global studies thematic area is assessed.

	Indicator
	Undeveloped
	Proficient
	Accomplished

	Possess global literacy, including knowledge of geography, history and similarities and differences among cultures


	The student demonstrates knowledge of geography, history and culture, but primarily within his/her own nation. He/she does not assume the perspective of other groups/nations. The student is aware that culture impacts his/her own behavior and the behavior of others; however, understanding of specific beliefs and value systems is largely superficial or incomplete.


	The student demonstrates knowledge of geography, history and culture of other nations and assumes the perspective of other groups/nations in certain situations. The student possesses knowledge of specific beliefs, values and sensibilities that contribute to the way that he/she and others behave.
	Student has substantial knowledge of geography, history and culture of other nations and assumes the perspective of other groups/nations in nearly all situations. He/she can evaluate contemporary global issues and personal experiences using concepts of basic global literacy. The student has substantial knowledge of specific cultural beliefs, values and sensibilities that might affect the way that he/ she and others think or behave.

	Recognize the interdependence of world economies, political systems and the environment
	The student understands very generally that societies are connected but is unaware of specific policies/decisions/

practices that impact economic, political and environmental conditions in the world.
	The student understands interdependence and how some specific policies/decisions/

practices impact economic, political and environmental conditions in the world.


	The student has an excellent understanding of interdependence and can analyze the impact of specific policies/decisions/

practices on economic, political and environmental conditions in the world. 

	Interact with individuals from different cultures and express a sensitivity towards, appreciation of and respect for the complex range of experiences of diverse peoples 
	The student rarely communicates, interacts or works with individuals from other cultural groups. He/she may recognize cultural and social differences, but does not demonstrate sensitivity, appreciation and respect for diversity.
	When guided, the student communicates, interacts and works with individuals from other cultural groups with primarily positive results. He/she demonstrates sensitivity, appreciation and respect for diversity.


	The student actively seeks opportunities to communicate, interact and work with individuals from other cultural groups, with primarily positive results. He/she actively seeks opportunities to learn from diverse perspectives. He/she models and encourages sensitivity, appreciation and respect for diversity.

	Participate in a global society and understand the role of  a global citizen
	The student does not demonstrate an awareness of how his/her actions and the actions of his/her country influence others’ lives socially, politically and economically.
	The student has a growing awareness of the global nature of the world. He/she demonstrates interest in the study of international policy and affairs and may participate locally through economic, political or social means (e.g., personal contributions to relief efforts or international social, health, or environmental concerns).  
	The student is actively involved in educating others in international affairs or directly working to influence international policy. The student is aware of how his/her actions and the actions of his/her country exert influence globally. The student analyzes the global impact of personal actions (e.g., consumerism, consumption of energy, or recycling) and acts accordingly.


